KING EDWARD'S ATTRIBUTES        29
public function he asked the representatives of
the Press whether they were satisfied with the
places assigned to them. Upon receiving a reply
in the negative he administered a severe reprimand
to those responsible for the arrangements, con-
cluding with the words: " Tfrese gentlemen are
more important than you are, for if they did not
write about it the world would know nothing of
what is going on here to-day."
As King Edward was a lifelong reader of
the Radical " Reynolds's," so his brother-in-law
at Berlin read the Radical " Volks-Zeitung."
When one of the higher Court officials wished to
replace that paper by one of a more moderate
tendency, the Crown Prince would not allow a
change to be made. " But, your Royal Highness/'
said the functionary, " it is a regular revolutionary
paper/5 " Never mind, my friend," answered
the Crown Prince, " I know what the Government
thinks; I want to know what other people think
as well," And as Charlotte " went on cutting
bread-and-butter," so " Unser Fritz" went on
reading the " Volks-Zeitung."
Something more than conventional grief was
displayed by the Prince of Wales when, in June
1888, like the other near relatives of the House of
Hohenzollern, he took his final farewell of the
great Dead by the simple, yet deeply touching,
act of kissing the Kaiser's coffin. Indeed, those
whose acquaintance with the two Princes entitled
them to speak on the subject agreed that there
were not a few strong points of similarity in their